INTRODUCTION

On the other hand every life represents just so
much suffering and struggle, and its moments of
happiness are so intermingled with its moments
of suffering that it would be unreasonable to
condemn it as a whole. Good actions as well as
bad must be fairly dealt with. Besides, at the end
of this biography I felt myself constrained by
melancholy: Louis XV whose political works are
often worthy of admiration has been judged
severely by men who would have done well to
consider the words of the Gospel. Modern
criticism has taken the field against their severity,
and the fog of calumny and lies is being dispelled
to allow truth and tolerance to shine. As Michel
de Montaigne wrote: "The bitterest and the most
difficult profession in the world is the profession
of king."